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COVER STORY

KATHY CALLAGHAN’S family grew up with the

story that their Norwegian grandfather Harold Oscar
ANDERSEN, a seaman, born May 2, 1881, in Nannestad,
Norway, had jumped ship in New Zealand in 1904 and that
the ship he sailed in never made it back to Norway.

The last entry in Harold’s Certificate of Discharge shows
that the ship SS Tomoana left London on October 21, 1904,
from Victoria Dock E.

In the space left for “Date and Place of Discharge” is
handwritten: “Failed to Complete Voyage”.

However, it was not the ship that failed to complete the
voyage, as Kathy was to discover during a visit to Archives
New Zealand in Wellington.

On page 58 Kathy tells how, by searching the
naturalisation papers for her grandfather, she discovered
that he had served time in prison shortly after arriving in
New Zealand.

Coincidentally Trish McCormack, of Archives New
Zealand looks at using police, court and coroners records to
uncover our criminal past, on page 54.

Our criminal history provides a fascinating window to
our past, but it is not always easy to research, writes Trish,
who uses three case histories, to explore the records and
illustrate the strengths and weaknesses of the collections.
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By KatHY CALLAGHAN

UR family grew up

with the story that our
Norwegian grandfather Harold
Oscar ANDERSEN, a seaman,
born May 2, 1881, Nannestad,
Norway, had jumped ship in New
Zealand in 1904 and that the
ship he sailed in never made it
back to Norway.

We all believed the story and repeated
it often, as it sounded very daring and
exciting to know that we would never
have existed had not our grandfather
“jumped ship”.

The last entry in Harold’s Certificate
of Discharge shows that the ship SS
Tomoana left London on October 21,

UNCOVERING GRANDFATHER’S SECRET
AT ARCHIVES NEW ZEALAND:

Naturalisation

files and the
treasures within

1904, from Victoria Dock E. In the space
left for “Date and Place of Discharge”
is handwritten: “Failed to Complete
Voyage”.

After Harold’s death in 1962, various
family members tried to find information
about his arrival and his early years in

New Zealand, but very little was gleaned.

‘When I took up family history in
2006, I left the Norwegian side of the
family in the “too hard basket”.

I joined the Kapiti branch in 2008
and it was with this group that I went
on a tour of Archives New Zealand
in Wellington, and discovered that
Naturalisation Files were kept there.
There was no time to request the file that
day, but on a return visit with two of my
sisters we ordered it.

When it arrived, we sat there and
looked at the file with a sense of awe
and anticipation. We did not know that
the story we had known all our lives was
about to be challenged.
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We discovered that he first applied
for naturalisation in December 22, 1914
at the age of 35. How wonderful it was
to see our grandfather’s handwriting
and read character references from
his employers. World War One meant
that his application was put on hold
and he was listed among other Aliens
until the war was over. In his original
naturalisation application he stated
that he arrived around 1900 aboard SS
Rakaia.

He initially worked on various ships
around New Zealand and then worked
as a platelayer (a workman who lays
and repairs railway tracks). On October
13, 1916, he married Anderina Gertrude
Louise SANDISON at the Registry
Office in Auckland. He then went on to
work as a labourer in the bush around
Pukemako, Mangapehi. He had five
children who were brought up deep in
the New Zealand forest.

On August 4, 1936 he reapplied for
naturalisation. This time he stated he
arrived in New Zealand on the vessel SS
Tomoana in 1905. As his application was
processed, the conflicting information
was discovered and inquiries made.

What a shock it was for us to read in
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Left: Harold Anderson first application for naturalisation in 1914 was put on hold because of World War One. Right: A police interview
file of 1936 reveals that he did not want his wife and children to know that he had been imprisoned in 1904. Below: In October 1936, the

Under-secretary of Internal Affairs recommended

a police report that our grandfather had
had a “short term of imprisonment”!

As we investigated the file, we read
that he had indeed “jumped ship” at
Auckland, but that he had stolen the suit
of another member of the crew. He was
caught and for this crime was sentenced
to two months’ jail from December 24,
1904. Happy Christmas and welcome
to New Zealand. He served his sentence
in Auckland (probably Mt Eden Gaol).
‘We can only imagine the conditions

in which he served his sentence and
how traumatic this would have been to
a 22-year-old young man with limited
English.

Further reading of the file revealed
much more than this. In the police
interview with Harold he gave a
detailed description of his work and
social history. This is something we
would never have known, but for this
minor indiscretion. Also high-quality
“mug shots” were taken with a detailed
description of his appearance. We now
have these as the earliest photographs of
our grandfather.

In the police interview it was
recorded that Harold did not want his
wife or children to know of his jail term,
as it was his only encounter with the
law. When we, his grandchildren, read
this, we could feel his shame more than
100 years later. Thankfully his wife and
children never knew, as all died before
the discovery of this file.

My grandfather’s file is full of
details of his life that we would not
have otherwise known. I am so grateful
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applicant for a Certificate of Faturalization. Fahy:

He is a married man aged 55 years and has resided
New Zealand since the year 1904. His wife, with whom he resides
éa g:n'dzaland born and there are five ohildren sll born in New
ea. .

Police enquiries regarding his character have been
and the reports furnished indicate that except for a convict:
for theft of a suit of clothes in the year 1904 for wl A
sentenced to two months' imprisonment, the applic:
. 88 a hard working steadyman, and that there appears to.
. reason why a Certificate of Naturalization sho!

for the foresight of generations past in Archives New Zealand.
preserving such documents for future Naturalisation File: Archives New
generations and allowing us all a glimpse Zealand.
into the life of early New Zealand Photographs of Prisoners: Archives New
immigrants. Zealand.

New Zealand Police Gazette 19035,
Archives New Zealand.
Digitalarkivet: Digital Archives of

Norway. Kathy Callaghan,

Marriage Certificate. 81 The Drive,
Certificate of Discharge. Paraparaumu Beach 5032.

Register of Aliens World War One: Email: kjcsinger@yahoo.co.nz




